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REMARKS ON GOLORATHRISTIDyE 
WITH DESCRIPTIONS OF TWO NEW GENERA 

by E. lfterf:;rotli 

In 1835 Burmeister founded the genus Colohathristes on three 
Brazilian species, placing it in the family Corekl<r near Atijthis. 
The genus remained unknown to Aiuyot and Serville (1843), 
Splwla ( 1850) and Dallas (1852; and was not mentioned in the 
literature until 18G5,when StAl transferred it to the family JD/odo- 
chid((\ evidently on account of the reduced number of the veins in 
the membrane, and founded upon it a subfamily by itself. In 1888 
Distant redescribed one of Burmeister’s species under a new 
generic and specific name, assigning to it practically the same 
systematic place as did Burmeister but overlooking the description 
of the German author apparently because it did not occur to him 
to look for the genus among the M\fOilochidiV where StAl had 
placed it (I). The synonymy of this insect was later pointed out by 
Breddin and Horvath, both of whom followed StAl in regarding 
this group as belonging to the Myo(h(dud(i\ Since 1903 many new 
genera and species of these insects have been described, particularly 
by Horvath who has published an excellent monogi*aph on them. 
Burmefster’s and Distant’s mistake as to the systematic place of 
the group — if it really is a mistake — is at any rate very pardon- 
able, and if these insects are united with any of the old families, 
they ought in my opinion to be referred to the Coreida% not to the 
Myododddrr. The same is true of the BerytkUr which some authors 
place in the Myodoiddd((\ In the Colobaihrisiidtv and Berytida% as 
in the Corcid(v, the antenmie are inserted above a line uniting the 
middle of the eye with tlie base of the rostrum; in the MyodocJnd(r 
they are inserted below this line. The ditlerence is that the Coreidcr 
have an antenniferous tubercle, whereas in the Colobathvistkhv and 
Berytldce the base of the antenna? is surrounded by an elevated 
chitinous ring. In the Cidobcd hristidfv and Bcryiklcp the outer apical 
angle of the corium is narrowly prolonged beyond the middle of 
the membrane, a feature unknown in the Myodochidfp. The female 
genital apparatus of the ('.olobathristkhr is very diOerent from that 
of the dfyodochidcr and more similar to the female genitalia of some 
Coreidcr, It seems to me that these characters more than outweigh 
the reduced number of the membranal veins. The Colob athristidce 

(1) For Colobathristidcs Distant later (1903) mistook a genus of the Myodochid 
subfamilies Malfince and Heterogastrince respectively. 
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have much in common with the Berijiidcv and seem to be an 
olTspring of them or are at least more related to them than to any 
other group of the Heteroptera. In my opinion there is every 
reason to elevate both the Colobathrisiklcc and the Bonjtidcr lo 
family rank. 

In the Coreidce^ Pijrrhocoi'idce and many groups of the Mi/odochida: 
there is on either side near the middle base of the second and 
third (or at least the second) ventral segment a group of small 
glandular spots, the exact nature of which is unknown. Their 
number is usually three in each group, but sometimes there are 
four. Kach spot bears an exserted sensorial hair which easily comes 
oir and is present only in well preserved specimens. Xo or little 
attention has hitherto been paid to them by writers on systematic 
llemipterology, but their number and position to each other do in 
many cases offer good specilic and even generic characters. As they 
are present also in the Colobathvistida% I have mentioned them in 
the descriptions of the new genera given below. — To the family 
characters should be added : Bucculse nullm vel rudimentaria\ 
Pedes antici et postici subcontigui, medii leviter distantes. 

14 genera and 59 species are hitherto known of this family, 8 of 
the genera being monotypical Their geographical distribution is 
very remarkable. They are strictly tropical insects and their centre 
of distribution in the Old World is New Guinea, in the New World 
the high plateaus of l^eru and Bolivia. No species has yet been 
found west of Birma nor in Ceylon, the Hemipterous fauna of 
which is now fairly well known. In Africa they are totally missing 
and no species can be expected to occur there. As they are rather 
large and conspicuous insects, very many of them cannot have 
been overlooked in countries outside their now known geographical 
limits and these limits will probably not have to he extended much 
through future explorations, although sundry new forms will 
doubtless still be. detected. Even a moderate knowledge of what 
family or families of plants serve these insects for food would 
j)ossibly throw some light on their distribution, but unfortunately 
almost nothing is known on this point. One species is reported lo 
have been injurious to the sugar-plantations in Java, l)ut whether 
Sacchaniin is the original food-plant of this species seems doubtful. 
xNo genus is common to the New and Old World, but the genera of 
one hemisphere do not form a group sharply separated from those 
of the other, barely showing generic differences. 

In one neotropical genus, represented by nine species, there is a 
marked dimorphism in the males. This dimorphism is of a most 
singular and bewildering nature and unique among tlie Heteroptera. 
In this genus the normal males have longer antennoe than the 
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females and the abdomen is quite differently shaped and coloured 
than in the opposite sex, but of the same species we find gynaeco- 
morphous males with the antennae of the same length as in the 
('em ales and the abdomen structured and coloured as in the females ; 
tlie male genital segments in both forms are identical. It would be 
of great interest to know if the internal male genital organs are 
developed in the gyna^comorphous males, but this question can be 
cleai’ed up only by entomologists disposing of material preserved 
in alcohol. 

The colour-variability in some species and the inconstancy in the 
forining of certain plastic characters in other species seem to 
indicate that the Colobathristida^ are of comparatively late geological 
origin and they have probably come into existence after the sub- 
mersion of the land-bridge between northern South America and 
Africa, but before the land-connection between New Guinea and 
South America was sunken. 

The maps appended to the end of this paper will give a survey 
of the geograi)liical distribution of the Colohathristid(p, displaying 
the number of species represented in the several counti*ies and 
islands. 


Molybditis nov. gen. 

^ like lead) 

Corpus robustum. Caput vix exsertum, e supero visum ante ocu- 
los breviter triangulariter j)roductum, e latere visum ante antennas 
leviter rotundatum el fortiter declive sed non verlicale, altitudini 
basali subseque longum, latei*ibus hand carinatis, vertice inter ocel- 
los sulco Ijrevi profundo ante ocellos vix producto et utrinque mox 
extra et pone ocellum piincto transverse profundo iiistructo, gula 
horizontali, oculis sessilibus, ab apice pronoli parum remotis, ocel- 
lis majnsculis, a basi capitis paullo remotis, ab oculis quam inter se 
panllo longius distantilms, rostro coxas medias paullum superante, 
articulo piaino apicem prosterni paulluluni superante, quarto tertio 
panllo longiore. Pronotum antrorsurn fortiter declive et modice 
angustatum, basi capite saltern l/o latius, lateribus ante medium 
leviter sinuatis, impressione transversa parum profunda, lobo pos 
tico antico circiter duplo longiore. Margo posticus proplcura^ late 
leviter bisinuatus. Scutellum medio ti'ansversim elevatum, apice 
spina longa suberecta armatum. Hemelytra abdomine angustiora 
($), corio area aiiteapicali triangulai*i a^quilatera majuscula baud 
coriacea instructo, venis corii crassiusculis, venis membrana} di- 
stinctis, extima ante medium fui'cata. Abdonien ($) segmento primo 
lateribus parallelum, deinde usque ad apicem segmenti tertii sensim 
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dilataliim, siibinde apicem versus rotundato-angustatum, segmento 
ultimo dorsali (sine coiiuexivis) a|)icem versus angustato, latitudine 
siia paullo breviore, margine apicali truneato, segiiieiito tertio ven- 
trali seciiiido fei*e dimidio longiore et segiiiciitis ti'ibiis ultimis iini- 
tis panllido breviore, ultimo lateribus (]uam liiedio du])lo longiore, 
margine apicali uti'iiujue late siiiualo, tlisco segmenti secimdi et 
tertii ntriiiqiie paullo pone basin maculis tribiis parvis glandularibus 
subcontiguis in lineain transversam subcurvatam ordinatis instriicto, 
his maculis pilo sensorio exserto caduco pr^editis, maculis segmenti 
tertii a medio segmenti qnam a latere minus remotis ; apparatus 
genitalis baud exsertus. Femora antica subtus ante apicem spina 
obliqna armata; tibi:e antiem inermes, femoribus a3quilongie, 
medicO femoribus paullo longiores, posticje femoribus multo longio- 
res, tibioe omnes preesertim apicem versus setulis sernierectis rigidis 
subspiniformibus vestita3; articnlus primus tarsorum posticorum 
articulis apicalibus unitis t2/3 longior. 

Allied to Taphrocvmium tlonv., but the head is somewhat differ- 
ently structured and sculptured, the eyes are not stylated, the 
rostrum is longer and the structure of the abdomen is different. In 
his description of Taphrocrtuiuni Houvath says : (c vertice ante 
ocellos sulco mediano distincto insti'ucto ». Bueddin in his descrip- 
tion of the typical species, T. robnstnm Bredd., says . a zwisclien 
ihnen [the ocelli] eine schmale Langsfurche, die hinten in einem 
starken Punkteindruck endigt)). Neither is the case in Mohfhditis^ 
where the furrow is between the ocelli but of the same depth and 
breadth thi-oughout and scarcely extending beyond a line uniting 
the anterior ends of the I'ather lai*ge ocelli. 

Molybditis Horvathi n. sp. 

Ventre dense sed brevissime et subtilissime albido-sericeo excepto 
glabra, plumbeo-nigra, abdomine fusco-nigro, antennis et peilibus 
piceo-nigris, rostro (articulo primo })iceo excepto) testaceo, margine 
laterali-apicali scutelli, fascia lata basali segmenti tertii dorsi 
abdominis, fasciola brevi apicali dorsali segmenti terlii et quarti 
abdominis, connexivi superioris et inferioris segmento secundo 
medio, duabus tertiis partibus basalibus segmenli tertii, plus quam 
dimidio basali segmenli quarti et quinti segmentociue sexto ajjice 
excepto, macula inagna media segmenti tertii ventris, coxis et 
trochanteribns omnibus metatarsoque postico pallide llavidis, spina 
scutelli basin versus piceo-testacea. Ca[)iit impunctatum, antennis 
breviter albo-setulosis, articulo primo glabro, medium pronoti 
superante, apice distincte incrassato, secundo primo longiore et 
tertio breviore (art. quarlus deestj, articulo secundo rostri tertio 
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distincte breviore. Proiiotiim latitudine sua 1/4 longius, cum parte 
plus quam dirnidia posteriore propleurm modice dense punctu- 
latum, lobo autico cum parLe ejus i)leurali vix punctulato. Meso- 
sternuin medio area })arcius punctulala prmditum, utrinque inter 
acetabula coxasque antica el media late iin[)unctaUiin. Metasternum 
impunctatuni. Meso- et metapleurm minus dense profunde punc- 
tatec. Hemelytra abdomine paullo breviora, subvirescenti-hyalina, 
basi fusco-nigra, venis corii fuscis, costa (apice fusco excepto) 
viridi, inembrana basi majuscula traiisversa fusca notata et apice 
fusco-umbrata^ venis subdecoloribus, extima circa furcaturam 
fusca. Alee medium segmenti quart! abdominis superantes, levis- 
sime umbratae, ad apicem celluke macula oblongula fusca notata% 
venis testaceis. Abdomen impunctatum. Femora glabra. Long. § 
10.5 mill. 

Borneo (Sarawak). 

Monographo pnestantissimo liujus familice dicata. 

Centromus nov. gen. 

(zsvTpcy = spine; o)uog = shoulder). 

Corpus gracile, tipuliforme. Caput distincte exsertum, ante 
antennas valde declive sed baud verticale, e latere visum antice 
oblique truncatum, altitudini basali subaeque longum, lateribus non 
carinatis, vertice sulco longitudinali basali latiusculo profundissimo 
ante ocellos longius extenso et medium verticis fere attingente atque 
utrinque extra ocellum impressione rotundata ocello multo majore 
instructo, gula horizontalij oculis ab apice pronoti nonnihil distan- 
tibus, breviter stylatis, stylo paullo retrorsum vergente, ocellis 
perminutis, ad basin capitis sitis, ab oculis quam inter se dimidio 
longius remotis, rostro coxas anticas subsuperante, articulo priino 
mediinn oculorum baud attingente, quarto tertio suboequilongo, 
antennis corpore multo longioribus, articulo quarto tertio multo 
longiore. Pronotum antrorsum modice declive et leviter angu- 
statum, basi capiti subaeque latum, lateribus ante medium levissime 
sinuatis, impressione transversa profunda, medio interrupta, an- 
nulo collari brevissimo, lobo antico capite sat multo altiore, lobo 
postico antico plus quam duplo longiore, supra angulos humerales 
spina longa sursum et paullo extrorsum directa armato. Margo 
posticus propleurse rectus. Scutellum spina longissima semierecta 
armatum. Hemelytra abdomini jBque lata (5), corio area anteapi- 
cali triangulari subaequilatera latiuscula baud coriacea instructo, 
venis membranae distinctis, extima ante medium furcata. Abdo- 
men ($) segmento primo lateribus parallelum, deinde usque ultra 


medium segmenti tertii leviler subrotundato-dilatatiim, subinde 
usque ad basin segmenti ultimi Icviter rotundato-angustatum, seg- 
mento ultimo dorsali (sine connexivis) parallelo, latitudiiie sua 
paullo loiigiorc, inargine apicali subrecto, segmento tertio ventrali 
secundo Tere dimidio longiore ct segmentis ti-ibus ultiinis unitis 
subge(piiIongo, ultimo latei*ibiisquani medio duplo longiore, margine 
apicali medio brevitei* angulato-pi'oducto, disco segmenti secundi 
et tertii iitrinque paullo pone l)asiii maculis tribus parvis glandu- 
laribus in triangulum ordinatis instructo, his maculis pilum senso- 
riuiu exsertum caducum gei*entibus, maculis segmenti tertii a 
medio segmenti quam a lateribus paullo inagis remotis; apparatus 
genitalis exsertus. Femora antica subtus ante apicem spina oldicjua 
armata; tibiio antiem inermes, femoribus breviores, medim femo- 
ribus pariim breviores, postiem femoribus multo longiores; arti 
cuius primus tarsorum posticoiaim articulis ultimis unitis fere 
ti-iplo loiigior. 

Allied to the preceding genus, but abundantly distinct by the 
structure of the head and pronotum, the stylated eyes, the much 
shorter I'ostrum, the dilTerently shaped last female dorsal segment, 
tlie position of the ventral glandular spots, the dilferent length of 
the fore and middle tibine and the much longer metatarsus of the 
hind legs. It diOers from all hitherto known genera of this family 
by having the pi'onotnm ai*ined with a long slender suberect Sjnne 
near the humeral angles. 

Centromus trispinosus n. sp. 

Plumbeo-niger, scutello holosericeo-atro, spina ejus fusca, al)do- 
mine testaceo, dorso ejus et vitta sublaterali ventris fuscis, segmento 
primo ventris secundoque basin versus nigricantibus, connexivo 
tolo supra et subtus pallide testaceo, antennis fuscis, articulo 
earum ultimo, rostro pedibusque obscure testaceis, coxis piceis, 
hemelytris pcllucidis, levissime umbratis, l)asi corii clavique ac 
macula subtriangulari basali membrame fuscis, venis corii testaceis, 
capite, pi’onoto pleurisquc tomento adpresso niccolo-sericeo indutis, 
pronoto prmterca longe exserte parcius albo-piloso, spin is pronoli 
et spina scutellari longe radiatim albo-pilosis. Antennae gracilliinse, 
subglabrie, articulo primo basin pronoti supeiante, apice ])aullo 
incrassato, sccundo primo submquilongo et tertio paullo breviore. 
Rostrum breviter pilosum, articulo secundo adjacentibus duobus 
distincte breviore. Pronotum latitudiiie sua 1/3 longius, loboantico 
cum parte ejus pleurali vix punctulato, lobo postico cum dimidio 
posteriore propleurse ac meso et metapleura totis minus dense pro- 
fuude punctatis; meso et metasternum medio parcius punctulata, 
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illo atiinque inter acetabula antica el media villa impimclata prao- 
dito. Ilemelytra ($) iiiedium segmenti penultimi dorsalis siipe- 
ranlia. Abdomen laeve. Femora subtus parcius suberecle pilosa; 
til)ia 3 brevitcr albo-setulosa3. Long. $ 10.5 millim. 

Loriieo (Sarawak). 

During the examination of this insect the liead was detached from 
the body and in repairing it 1 was unable to fasten the head in a 
quite natural position. I deem it necessary to state this as the posi- 
tion of the ocelli and tlie length of the rostrum is the type as now 
prepared do not quite fit the description which is, liowever, correct 
having been made before the accident occurred. 

The genera above described were among a number of llemiptera 
communicated to me for determination by Mr. .1. C. Moulton, 
Curator of the Sarawak Museum. 

Symphylax sp. 

A mutilated specimen (without abdomen) from Baram, Sarawak 
agrees fairly well with the description of the var. conjUiem Ilonv. 
ofS. picdcoIUs Hohv., but the rostrum is shorter, only reaching 
the middle coxa% and l)etween the anteapical spine and the apex ol 
the fore femora there are two minute si)innles not mentioiK'd in the 
desci'iption. Possibly not distinct from picticoUis. 


Golobathristes facetus Ilonv. 

To tliis species, descrilied from a single ill preserved, unloc. 
lized and mutilated specimen (without abdomen), f refer a speci 
men from French Guiana in my collection. It ditfers trom the 
description in having the pile of the head and pronotum golden 
yellow (not white). Tlie abdomen is testaceous with the doi’sum 
laterally infuscated ; the connexivum, except its outer third, is 
blackish above; the suture between the venter and the connexivum 
is irregularly infuscated; the three subbasal glandular spots of the 
second segment are placed in a triangle, those of the third segment 
in a slightly curved oblique line. 
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